
#AFI DOCS 2016 ANNOUNCES OPENING AND CLOSING NIGHT FILMS?

Description

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – APRIL 25, 2016, WASHINGTON, DC – Today, AFI DOCS, the
American Film Institute’s annual documentary celebration held June 22–26, 2016, in the nation’s
capital, announced the festival’s Opening and Closing Night films. Opening AFI DOCS 2016 is the
North American premiere of Magnolia Pictures’ ZERO DAYS, directed by Alex Gibney. Closing the
festival is Music Box Films’ NORMAN LEAR: JUST ANOTHER VERSION OF YOU, directed by Heidi
Ewing and Rachel Grady. Both Gala screenings will be held at the Newseum, which has joined the
festival this year as the Official Gala Screening Partner. Located on historic Pennsylvania Avenue, the
Newseum is a champion for free expression around the world and features seven levels of interactive
exhibits including 15 galleries and 15 theaters.

AFI DOCS is proud to announce the return of AT&T as Presenting Sponsor.

“With AT&T’s continued support, we are thrilled to kick off and close AFI DOCS 2016 with two
remarkable films that remind us why documentaries are essential viewing for all who love film. To have
this trio of filmmakers — Alex Gibney, Heidi Ewing and Rachel Grady — bookend the festival is a true
honor,” said Michael Lumpkin, Director of AFI DOCS.

The Opening Night Gala of the North American premiere of ZERO DAYS will be held on June 22 at the
Newseum and will feature a Q&A with Academy Award®-winning filmmaker Alex Gibney after the
screening. ZERO DAYS explores Stuxnet, a self-replicating computer worm discovered in 2010 that
was commissioned by the U.S. and Israeli governments to sabotage Iran’s nuclear program. Gibney’s
work has been celebrated at AFI DOCS in the past: he was honored at the AFI DOCS Charles
Guggenheim Symposium in 2014 and he presented his film STEVE JOBS: THE MAN IN THE
MACHINE in 2015.

The Closing Night Gala screening of NORMAN LEAR: JUST ANOTHER VERSION OF YOU will be
held on June 26 at the Newseum and will feature a post-screening discussion with film subject Norman
Lear and Academy Award®-nominated directors Heidi Ewing and Rachel Grady. The film chronicles
the life and work of Lear, a television icon known for his keen writing and producing talents. His
legendary TV shows, which include ALL IN THE FAMILY, THE JEFFERSONS and MAUDE, boldly
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addressed the topics of race, class and feminism in the 1970s and ’80s. Ewing and Grady previously
brought their Oscar®-nominated film JESUS CAMP to AFI DOCS in 2006.

Tickets to AFI DOCS, including Opening Night and Closing Night screenings, will be available early to
AFI members exclusively from May 9–17, and to the public on May 18. Passes for AFI DOCS 2016 are
now on sale at AFI.com/afidocs. More information about AFI DOCS screenings and other special
events will be announced in the coming weeks.

About the Newseum
The Newseum is dedicated to free expression and the five freedoms of the First Amendment: religion,
speech, press, assembly and petition. Headquartered on historic Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington,
D.C., the Newseum’s compelling, dynamic and engaging exhibits, programs and education initiatives
help ensure that these fundamental freedoms remain strong and protected both today and for future
generations. The Newseum Institute promotes the study, exploration and education of the challenges
confronting freedom through its First Amendment Center and the Religious Freedom Center. The
Newseum is a 501(c)(3) public charity funded by generous individuals, corporations and foundations,
including the Freedom Forum. For more information, visit newseum.org and follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram.

About AT&T
AT&T Inc. (NYSE:T) helps millions around the globe connect with leading entertainment, mobile, high
speed Internet and voice services. We’re the world’s largest provider of pay TV. We have TV
customers in the U.S. and 11 Latin American countries. We offer the best global coverage of any U.S.
wireless provider*. And we help businesses worldwide serve their customers better with our mobility
and highly secure cloud solutions.

Additional information about AT&T products and services is available at http://about.att.com. Follow our
news on Twitter at @ATT, on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/att and YouTube at 
http://www.youtube.com/att.

© 2016 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. AT&T, the Globe logo and other marks are
trademarks and service marks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All
other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

*Global coverage claim based on offering discounted voice and data roaming; LTE roaming; voice
roaming; and world-capable smartphone and tablets in more countries than any other U.S. based
carrier. International service required.  Coverage not available in all areas. Coverage may vary per
country and be limited/restricted in some countries.

About AFI DOCS
AFI DOCS is the American Film Institute’s annual documentary festival in the Washington, DC area.
Presenting the year’s best documentaries, AFI DOCS is the only festival in the U.S. dedicated to
screenings and events that connect audiences, filmmakers and policy leaders in the seat of our
nation’s government. The AFI DOCS advisory board includes Ken Burns, Davis Guggenheim, Chris
Hegedus, Werner Herzog, Rory Kennedy, Barbara Kopple, Spike Lee, Errol Morris, Stanley Nelson, D
A Pennebaker, Agnès Varda and Frederick Wiseman. The AFI DOCS advisory board includes Ken
Burns, Davis Guggenheim, Chris Hegedus, Werner Herzog, Rory Kennedy, Barbara Kopple, Spike
Lee, Errol Morris, Stanley Nelson, D A Pennebaker and Frederick Wiseman. Now in its 14th year, the
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festival will be held June 22–26, 2016 in landmark Washington, DC venues and the historic AFI Silver
Theatre in Silver Spring, MD. Visit AFI.com/afidocs and connect on twitter.com/afidocs, 
facebook.com/afidocs and youtube.com/AFI.

CONTACT:
Gabrielle Flamand, AFI DOCS PR, 202.339.9598 or gabrielle@prcollaborative.com
Liza Ameen, American Film Institute, 323.856.7885 or LAmeen@AFI.com
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