
AFI FEST 2018 to Open with World Premiere ON THE BASIS OF SEX
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The 32nd edition of AFI FEST presented by Audi will open with the World Premiere of Participant
Mediaâ??s ON THE BASIS OF SEX, in association with Alibaba Pictures and distributed by Focus
Features. Directed by AFI Conservatory alumna Mimi Leder (AFI Class of 1973), the inspiring drama
tells the story of young lawyer Ruth Bader Ginsburg before she became a U.S. Supreme Court Justice.

The film stars Academy AwardÂ® nominee Felicity Jones, Armie Hammer, Justin Theroux, Jack Reynor
and Cailee Spaeny, with Academy AwardÂ® nominee Sam Waterston and Academy AwardÂ® winner
Kathy Bates. The film is produced by longtime AFI Conservatory lecturer Robert W. Cort and
Participant Mediaâ??s Jonathan King. The screenplay is written by Daniel Stiepleman. The Opening
Night Gala screening will take place Thursday, November 8, 2018, at the historic TCL Chinese Theatre.
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â??As one of the first women ever admitted to the AFI

Conservatory, itâ??s particularly meaningful to me that ON THE BASIS OF SEX will open
AFI FEST 2018,â?• said Mimi Leder. â??My time at the Conservatory was a life-changing
experience and informed my creative journey. I am forever grateful. The origin story of Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, in this 25th anniversary year of her appointment to the Supreme Court,
couldnâ??t come at a more important moment in our history nor be shown at a more
relevant place than AFI FEST, a symbol of artistic integrity and the enduring power of
cinema. I hope girls and young women in particular will see the film and find inspiration to
realize their own unlimited potential.â?•

Inspired by a true story, ON THE BASIS OF SEX is the stirring and spirited film that follows young
lawyer Ruth Bader Ginsburg as she teams with her husband Marty to bring a groundbreaking case
before the U.S. Court of Appeals and overturn a century of gender discrimination.

The film will be released on December 25, 2018, in line with Justice Ginsburgâ??s 25th anniversary on
the Supreme Court.

Patron Packages ensure reserved seats for Opening Night. A limited number of individual tickets to
Opening Night and other screenings are also made available at no charge thanks to the event
sponsors. Click here to purchase Patron Packages, which can include access to Galas and other high-
demand films and events. Individual tickets will be available on AFI.com beginning October 30.

(Source: AFI Press Release)
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