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THE BLACKHOUSE FOUNDATION WRAPS 2022 FESTIVAL PROGRAMMING WITH A 
CELEBRATION OF 15 YEARS AT
THE SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL

Reaffirms Commitment to Education by Introducing 
The International Screenwriter’s Lab

(Los Angeles, California, January 23, 2022) – With festivities underway, The Blackhouse Foundation
has curated dynamic conversations in celebration of the culture’s premier thought leaders, with a
lineup including Regina Hall, Tina Knowles-Lawson, Richard Lawson, Ahmir “Questlove” Thompson,
industry executives across film, television, visual media, and more!
Today, The Blackhouse Foundation’s programming slate will culminate with a celebratory look back at
the foundation’s 15-year history at The Sundance Film Festival, its evolution, and a look towards the
future of Blackhouse. Executive Director Jenean Glover will moderate this discussion with Blackhouse
Chairman and Co-Founder Brickson Diamond, Co-Founder and Board Member Carol Ann Shine, and
Board Members Pauline Fischer, Datari Turner, and Dolly Turner. Register now via Crowdcast to
attend!
As The Blackhouse Foundation steps into its 15th year, Blackhouse reaffirms its commitment to
education and to creating opportunities for Black filmmakers domestically and internationally. The
Blackhouse Foundation, in partnership with Pauline Fischer’s PMF Media Group and VentureLift
Africa, recently introduced the International Scriptwriter’s Lab, a creative accelerator and fellowship
program whose core mission is to support global, emerging storytellers of compelling film and
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television projects and help position the participants on a path to project launch. Focusing on Kenyan
participants this year – the five Fellows of the inaugural cohort consist of screenwriters Damaris Irungu,
Voline Ogutu, Carolyne Kemunto, Wanjiru Kairu and Grace Irungu – the goal is to create a bridge
between African and Hollywood-based storytellers, especially African-American storytellers, and help
position all participants for success through increased preparedness and connection and to create and
nurture a pipeline of talented creative voices across the region.
Today’s Programming Schedule at The Blackhouse!

Building Inclusive Content at Lionsgate
Date: Sunday, 1/23
Time: 1pm – 2pm MT
The Blackhouse Foundation is proud to present a fireside chat with Lionsgate on the future of inclusive
content. Join their President of Motion Picture Group, Nathan Kahane, and Head of Inclusive
Content, Kamala Avila-Salmon, for an intimate conversation with Blackhouse CEO, Brickson Diamond,
on how this leading film studio is building an intentional and integrated roadmap for a more diverse and
inclusive film slate for years to come.
Onyx Collective Presents: Summer of Soul, A Necessary Story
Date: Sunday, 1/23
Time: 2:30pm – 3:30pm MT
Join Summer of Soul Director Ahmir “Questlove” Thompson and Onyx Collective’s President Tara
Duncan for an intimate conversation about Black erasure and getting history right. Moderated by The
Atlantic’s Hannah Giorgis, they will reflect on the importance of building transformative narratives and
curating these untold stories that have the power to change the world.
Celebrating 15 Years of the Blackhouse at Sundance
Date: Sunday, 1/23
Time: 4pm – 5pm MT
The Blackhouse Foundation remains a linchpin for culture on a global scale through engagements at
Sundance and beyond. But how did we get here? Join the foundation’s leadership as they recap their
illustrious 15-year evolution.
For 2022, The Blackhouse Foundation proudly welcomes Meta back as Presenting Sponsor. Onyx
Collective joins The Blackhouse Foundation as Select Sponsor, while Lionsgate and Participan
t contribute as Supporting Sponsors and ICM Partners joins as Sponsor.
The Blackhouse Foundation continues to champion and support leading black writers, directors,
producers, crew, and talent throughout film, television, digital media, and beyond with an unshakable
platform.

ABOUT THE BLACKHOUSE FOUNDATION:
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The Blackhouse Foundation works to expand opportunities for Black content creators by

providing pathways to opportunities within film, television, digital, and emerging platforms. Blackhouse
provides opportunities for minority creatives to learn about the financial production, marketing, and
distribution resources that will raise the profile of their content, while also providing participants with a
nucleus for continuing support, community, and education.

(Press release provided by the Purple Agency, Andre Watson)
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