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SOPHIA LOREN PRESENTS PENELOPE CRUZ WITH MONTECITO AWARD AT THE 37TH 
ANNUAL SANTA BARBARA INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL

SANTA BARBARA, Calif. (March 8, 2022) – Day 7 of the 37th Annual Santa Barbara International
Film Festival presented by UGG featured a tribute to Penelope Cruz, who received the Montecito
Award. Cruz was recognized for her impressive career and performance in Pedro Almodóvar’s 
PARALLEL MOTHERS from Sony Pictures Classic.

Cruz sat down with SBIFF Executive Director, Roger Durling, for an in-depth discussion about her
journey to stardom and her impressive career in film and television.

Upon accepting her award, Cruz said, “It’s really difficult not to cry after seeing my friend Sophia
dedicate those words to me. I love her with all my heart… Thank you, Santa Barbara International Film
Festival. I have so many great memories because I was here many years ago with Roger, who is
always so kind and so generous to us… I want to share this with Pedro and use this opportunity to
thank him again for his trust, for pushing me, for being able to imagine me doing things that I cannot
even imagine myself doing.”

 

The Montecito Award is named after one of the most beautiful and stylish areas in Santa Barbara. Past
recipients include Amanda Seyfreid, Lupita Nyong’o, Melissa McCarthy, Saoirse Ronan, Isabelle
Huppert, Sylvester Stallone, Jennifer Aniston, Oprah Winfrey, Daniel Day-Lewis, Geoffrey Rush,
Julianne Moore, Kate Winslet, Javier Bardem, Bill Condon, and Naomi Watts.

Upcoming live conversations and tributes will include presentations to Nicole Kidman, Javier Bardem,
Benedict Cumberbatch, and the women’s panel. The 37th Santa Barbara International Film Festival,
presented by UGG®, will take place IN-PERSON through March 12, 2022. 200+ films, filmmaker
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Q&As, industry panels, and celebrity tributes, will be held throughout Santa Barbara, including at the
historic Arlington Theatre. This year’s lineup is available on SBIFF’s mobile app. For additional
information or to buy passes, visit sbiff.org.

About the Santa Barbara International Film Festival

The Santa Barbara International Film Festival (SBIFF) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit arts and educational
organization dedicated to discovering and showcasing the best in independent and international
cinema. Over the past 36 years, SBIFF has become one of the leading film festivals in the United
States – attracting 100,000+ attendees and offering 11 days of 200+ films, tributes and symposiums,
fulfilling their mission to engage, enrich, and inspire the Santa Barbara community through film. In
2016, SBIFF entered a new era with the acquisition of the historic and beloved Riviera Theatre. After a
capital campaign and renovation, the theatre is now SBIFF’s new state-of-the-art, year-round home,
showing new international and independent films every day. In 2019, SBIFF opened its own Education
Center in downtown Santa Barbara on State Street to serve as a home for its many educational
programs and a place for creativity and learning.

(Press release courtesy of Sunshine Sachs)
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Tags
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8. Javier Bardem
9. Jennifer Aniston

10. Julianne Moore
11. Kate Winslet
12. Lupita Nyong’o
13. Melissa McCarthy
14. Naomi Watts
15. Nicole Kidman
16. Oprah Winfrey
17. PARALLEL MOTHERS
18. Pedro Almodóvar
19. Penélope Cruz
20. Roger Durling
21. Saoirse Ronan
22. Sophia Loren
23. Sylvester Stallone
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