
Sundance Wraps Another Year Virtually â?? Part I

Description

Posted by Larry Gleeson

The Sundance Film Festival has wrapped another successful year of showcasing the very best
independent films from across the globe. Festival programmers, who this year painstakingly whittled
down 3,762 feature-length submissions to the final 82 selections â?? not counting Shorts, Midnight, and
other film categories; strove to create a balanced slate of films under Festival Programming Director
Kim Yutaniâ??s direction, â??that were meaningful and inspiring, in addition to being simply
entertaining.â?•

Here were some of my top takeaways:

 Oscar de la Hoya and

Julio Cesar Chavez appear in La Guerra Civil by Eva Longoria BastÃ³n, an official selection
of the Premieres section at the 2022 Sundance Film Festival. Courtesy of Sundance
Institute.

La Guerra Civil, directed and produced by Eva Longoria BastÃ³n tells the story of two of Mexicoâ??s
greatest lightweight modern-era boxers, American-born Oscar De La Hoya and Julio Cesar Chavez.
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More than a boxing story, Longoria BastÃ³n shapes the narrative through the Mexican and Mexican-
American cultural lens. What emerges is a very intimate look at both boxers and their impact on the
dichotomy of what it means to be Mexican and what it means to be Mexican-American. Four stars.

 

 The Worst Person In

The World (Photo courtesy of Sundance Institute).

The Worst Person in the World directed by Joachim Trier is the third part of his Oslo trilogy. A
beautifully made film with a first-time film portrayal for the lead actress, Renate Reinsve. The film is told
through Reinsveâ??s character and is about finding oneâ??s place in the world. In the filmâ??s
introduction, Trier referred to the film as a Norwegian romantic comedy told in twelve separate chapters
with an epilogue and a prologue. Originally premiered in competition at the 2021 Cannes Film Festival
(with Renate Reinsve winning Best Actress for her performance).

 

 Chiqui (Photo courtesy

of Sundance Institute).
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Chiqui, an indie episodic set in the 1980s was a romp. Itâ??s 1987. Chiqui and Carlos emigrate from
Colombia to New Jersey to find a better life for themselves and their unborn son. Upon their arrival,
they quickly realize that the American dream is not as easy to achieve as they thought. The cast and
crew â?? simply superb.

 

 Downfall: The Case

Against Boeing (Photo courtesy of Sundance Institute).

Downfall: The Case Against Boeing. One of the most anticipated films of the festival from acclaimed
director, Rory Kennedy. Kennedyâ??s films are well-researched and provide astute socio-cultural
insights. Downfallâ??s production values were exceptional resulting in a very polished film revealing
shifts in cultural norms undoubtedly contributing to the untimely and tragic Max 737 plane crashes.
Scheduled for a February 13th Netflix release followed by a theatrical run. A Netflix and Moxie Films
Production. Four stars.
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 Chloe Okuno

Watcher, Chloe Okunoâ??s, multi-layered suspenseful horror, drama, thriller features Maika Monroe as
a young, blonde female coping with life in a foreign country. Monroe delivers a highly competent and
strong performance. The non-diegetic soundtrack added immensely to the suspense and featured  Max
Richterâ??s â??Moment in Paris.â?• Undeniable Charade and Rear Window Hitchcockian influences
Shot on location in Bucharest, Romania. Four stars.

HOLLYWOODGLEE, LLC
1226 N Salsipuedes Unit C 1(805)704-5994 |https://hollywoodglee.com Larry@HollywoodGlee.com

No image found

Page 4
Making Dreams Reel

https://i0.wp.com/hollywoodglee.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Chloe-Okuno.jpg?ssl=1


 Maika Monroe appears

in Watcher by Chloe Okuno, an official selection of the U.S. Dramatic Competition at the
2022 Sundance Film Festival. Courtesy of Sundance Institute.

So many films, so little timeâ?¦.Stay tuned for Part II, III, and IV!
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