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a??KNOCK DOWN THE HOUSE&?? WINS FESTIVAL FAVORITE AWARD AT
2019 SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL

Description

Posted by Larry Gleeson

Los Angeles &?? Sundance Institute today announced Knock Down the House as the winner of the
Festival Favorite Award, selected by audience votes from the 121 features screened at the 2019
Sundance Film Festival, which took place in Park City, Salt Lake City and Sundance, Utah from
January 24 through February 3. The Festival Favorite is the 29th and final recognition bestowed on this
yeara??s Features, including juried prizes and category-specific Audience Awards; others were
announced at a ceremony in Park City on February 2 and a full list is available here. Runners-up and
other strong contenders for the Festival Favorite Award included Ask Dr. Ruth, The Biggest Little
Farm, The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind and Blinded by the Light.

Knock Down the House, which had its world premiere at the 2019 Sundance Film Festival, follows
four women political candidates from around the country 4?7 a young bartender in the Bronx, a coal
minera??s daughter in West Virginia, a grieving mother in Nevada and a registered nurse in Missouri
a?? during the 2018 mid-term elections as they took to the campaign trail, built and engaged their
bases, and built a movement. The film was directed by Rachel Lears and produced by Lears, Sarah
Olson and Robin Blotnick.

John Cooper, Director, Sundance Film Festival, said, 8??This film is a timely and powerful portrait of
bold, risk-taking women, all from very different backgrounds and communities, and we knew it would
resonate with and inspire audiences.a?+ Ballots distributed at each screening were counted as the
Festival Favorite Award determination.

Runners-up for the Festival Favorite, as ballots were counted, included:

Ask Dr. Ruth / U.S.A. (Director: Ryan White, Producers: Rafael Marmor, Ryan White, Jessica
Hargrave, Christopher Leggett) a?? A documentary portrait chronicling the incredible life of Dr. Ruth
Westheimer, a Holocaust survivor who became Americaa??s most famous sex therapist. As her 90th
birthday approaches, Dr. Ruth revisits her painful past and her career at the forefront of the sexual
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revolution.

The Biggest Little Farm / U.S.A. (Director: John Chester, Screenwriters: Mark Monroe, John Chester,
Producers: Sandra Keats, John Chester) a?? Two dreamers and a dog embark on an odyssey to bring
harmony to their lives and the land. As their plan to create perfect harmony takes a series of wild turns,
they will have to reach a far greater understanding of the intricacies and wisdom of nature, and life
itself.

Other strong-showing audience favorites included:

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind / United Kingdom (Director and screenwriter: Chiwetel Ejiofor,
Producers: Andrea Calderwood, Gail Egan) 4?? Against all odds, a thirteen year old boy in Malawi
invents an unconventional way to save his family and village from famine. Based on the true story of
William Kamkwamba. Cast: Chiwetel Ejiofor, Maxwell Simba, Lily Banda, Noma Dumezweni, Aissa
Maiga, Joseph Marcell.

Blinded by the Light / United Kingdom (Director: Gurinder Chadha, Screenwriters: Sarfraz Manzoor,
Gurinder Chadha, Paul Mayeda Berges, Producers: Gurinder Chadha, Jane Barclay, Jamal Daniel) 4?7?
In 1987 during the austere days of Thatchera??s Britain, a teenager learns to live life, understand his
family and find his own voice through the music of Bruce Springsteen. Cast: Viveik Kalra, Hayley Atwell,
Rob Brydon, Kulvinder Ghir, Nell Williams, Aaron Phagura.

The 2020 Sundance Film Festival will take place January 23 through February 2, 2020.
The Sundance Film FestivalA®

The Sundance Film Festival has introduced global audiences to some of the most groundbreaking films
of the past three decades, including Sorry to Bother You, Wona??t You Be My Neighbor?, Eighth
Grade, Get Out, The Big Sick, Mudbound, Beasts of the Southern Wild, Fruitvale Station, Whiplash,
Brooklyn, Precious, The Cove, Little Miss Sunshine, An Inconvenient Truth, Napoleon Dynamite,
Hedwig and the Angry Inch, Reservoir Dogs and sex, lies, and videotape. The Festival is a program of
the non-profit Sundance InstituteA®. The Festival is a program of the non-profit Sundance Institute A®.
2019 Festival sponsors include: Presenting Sponsors a?? Acura, SundanceTV, Chase Sapphire,
YouTube; Leadership Sponsors 4?? Adobe, Amazon Studios, AT&T, DIRECTV, Dropbox, Netflix,
Omnicom, Stella Artois; Sustaining Sponsors a?? Ancestry, Canada Goose, Canon, Dell, Francis Ford
Coppola Winery, GEICO, High West Distillery, IMDbPro, Lyft, RIMOWA, Unity Technologies, University
of Utah Health; Media Sponsors 4?? The Atlantic, IndieWire, Los Angeles Times, The New York Times,
VARIETY, The Wall Street Journal. Sundance Institute recognizes critical support from the Utah
Governora??s Office of Economic Development, and the State of Utah as Festival Host State. The
support of these organizations helps offset the Festivala??s costs and sustain the Institutea??s year-
round programs for independent artists. Look for the Official Partner seal at their venues at the Festival.
sundance.org/festival

Sundance Institute

Founded in 1981 by Robert Redford, Sundance Institute is a nonprofit organization that provides and
preserves the space for artists in film, theatre, and media to create and thrive. The Institutea??s
signature Labs, granting, and mentorship programs, dedicated to developing new work, take place
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throughout the year in the U.S. and internationally. The Sundance Film Festival and other public
programs connect audiences to artists in igniting new ideas, discovering original voices, and building a
community dedicated to independent storytelling. Sundance Institute has supported such projects as
Sorry to Bother You, Eighth Grade, Wona??t You Be My Neighbor?, Hereditary, RBG, Call Me By Your
Name, Get Out, The Big Sick, Top of the Lake, Wintera??s Bone, Dear White People, Brooklyn, Little
Miss Sunshine, 20 Feet From Stardom, Beasts of the Southern Wild, Fruitvale Station, 1a??m Poppy,
America to Me, Leimert Park, Spring Awakening, A Gentlemana??s Guide to Love and Murder and Fun
Home.
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