
AFI FEST Announces Special Screenings Lineup

Description

Posted by Larry Gleeson

The AFI FEST 2018 presented by Audi Special Screenings lineup has been revealed and from
appearances it promises to be extraordinary!

THE COLD BLUE – In 1943,

legendary Hollywood director William Wyler crafted MEMPHIS BELLE, a celebrated tribute to the titular
WWII bomber. Using footage from the National Archives shot by Wyler and his team of
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cinematographers, director Erik Nelson has crafted a new film, featuring gripping narration from some
of the last surviving B-17 pilots. A meditation on youth, war and stunning bravery. DIR Erik Nelson.
USA. The film will be followed by Wyler’s THE MEMPHIS BELLE: A STORY OF A FLYING
FORTRESS (1943). This screening in celebration of Veterans’ Day has been underwritten by the Cecil 
B. DeMille Foundation.

COLD WAR – Zula and Wiktor meet in a provincial talent search in a love story that traverses borders
and years. In this stunning black-and-white depiction of 1950s Poland, two unlikely people find love at
an almost impossible cost. DIR Pawe? Pawlikowski. SCR Pawe? Pawlikowski, Janusz Glowacki.
CAST Joanna Kulig, Tomasz Kot, Borys Szyc, Agata Kulesza, Cédric Kahn, Jeanne Balibar. Poland,
UK, France

DIVIDE AND CONQUER: THE STORY OF ROGER AILES – This documentary explores the rise and
fall of the late Roger Ailes, a Republican Party heavyweight. From his early media influence on the
Nixon presidency to his controversial leadership at Fox News, director Alexis Bloom documents the
creation of his media empire and how Ailes was one of the earliest giants toppled by accusations of
sexual harassment and the #MeToo movement. DIR Alexis Bloom. USA

ENEMIES: THE PRESIDENT, JUSTICE & THE FBI – In this preview of the four-part documentary
series inspired by Tim Weiner’s book, “Enemies: A History of the FBI,” director Jed Rothstein and
executive producer Alex Gibney examine the complex history of conflict between the FBI and U.S.
presidents, as well as stories of abuse of power from within the bureau. DIR Jed Rothstein. SCR Tim
Weiner. USA

EVERYBODY KNOWS (TODOS LO SABEN) – Penélope Cruz and Javier Bardem turn in brilliant
performances as longtime friends who must come together when a brutal event sends their families
into crisis. EVERYBODY KNOWS is Asghar Farhadi’s skillful suspense saga that keeps the screws
turning while sacrificing none of the layered drama for which the Iranian auteur has become known.
DIR Asghar Farhadi. SCR Asghar Farhadi. CAST Penélope Cruz, Javier Bardem, Ricardo Darín,
Eduard Fernández, Bárbara Lennie, Inma Cuesta, Elvira Mínguez, Ramón Barea, Carla Campra, Sara
Sálamo, Roger Casamajor, José Ángel Egido. Spain, France, Italy

THE FAVOURITE – Director Yorgos Lanthimos showcases his uniquely dark humor with a royal story
of intrigue, jealousy and betrayal. Queen Anne (Olivia Colman) sits on the throne in the early18th
century, while her close friend, Lady Sarah (Rachel Weisz), governs behind the curtain and tends to
her capricious moods. When a new servant named Abigail (Emma Stone) arrives, she charms her way
into the women’s lives, discovering secrets and provoking rivalries. DIR Yorgos Lanthimos. SCR
Deborah Davis, Tony McNamara. CAST Olivia Colman, Emma Stone, Rachel Weisz, Nicholas Hoult,
Joe Alwyn, James Smith, Mark Gatiss, Jenny Rainsford. USA

I AM THE NIGHT – Inspired by true events, this TNT limited series tells the incredible story of Fauna
Hodel, a teenage girl given away at birth, growing up outside of Reno, Nevada. Fauna has always lived
with her contradictions and her mysterious origins, until she makes a discovery that leads her to
question everything. As Fauna begins to investigate the secrets of her past, she meets a ruined
reporter, haunted by the case that undid him. Together they follow a sinister trail that swirls ever closer
to an infamous Los Angeles gynecologist, Dr. George Hodel, a man involved in some of Hollywood’s
darkest debauchery, and possibly, its most infamous unsolved crime. DIR Patty Jenkins. SCR Sam
Sheridan. CAST Chris Pine, India Eisley, Jefferson Mays, Dylan Smith, Leland Orser, Yul Vazquez,
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Justin Cornwell, Golden Brooks, Jay Paulson and Connie Nielsen. USA

ROMA – Alfonso Cuarón’s ROMA is a semi-autobiographical recounting of one year in the life of an
upper-middle-class family in Mexico City in the 1970s. From the perspective of their live-in maid and
nanny Cleo (Yalitza Aparicio, in an exceptionally subtle yet powerful performance), this profoundly
compassionate and humanistic portrait delivers a transcendent masterwork from one of our greatest
living filmmakers. DIR Alfonso Cuarón. SCR Alfonso Cuarón. CAST Yalitza Aparicio, Marina de Tavira.
Mexico, USA

STAN & OLLIE – The true story of Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy, the world’s two biggest stars, and
how they fell from grace and lost not only their fortunes but their friendship. Delightful performances
from Steve Coogan and John C. Reilly as the titular duo transport audiences to Hollywood’s Golden
Age. DIR Jon S. Baird. SCR Jeff Pope. CAST John C. Reilly, Steve Coogan, Stephanie Hyam, Shirley
Henderson. UK, Canada, USA

UNDER THE SILVER LAKE – A killer cast leads this highly anticipated noir from David Robert
Mitchell, one of our most exciting directors. Hidden beneath the surface of the lives of the young and
beautiful in Los Angeles lurks a sinister code to unlocking everything. DIR David Robert Mitchell. SCR
David Robert Mitchell. CAST Andrew Garfield, Riley Keough, Topher Grace, Zosia Mamet, Callie
Hernandez, Patrick Fischler, Grace Van Patten. USA

VOX LUX – In Brady Corbet’s assured and razor-edged second directorial feature, Natalie Portman
stars as Celeste, a jaded pop star who as a teen was a survivor of a Staten Island school shooting.
Now, when Celeste’s most popular music video is the inspiration for another mass shooting, she must
contend with the link between her past and present. DIR Brady Corbet. SCR Brady Corbet. CAST
Natalie Portman, Jennifer Ehle, Jude Law, Stacy Martin, Raffey Cassidy. USA

Pictured at top: Natalie Portman in VOX LUX

(Source: AFI Press Release)
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