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AFI Names Honorary Degree Recipients

Description

Posted by Larry Gleeson

The American Film Institute (AFI) announced yesterday it will confer Doctorate of Fine Arts degrees
honoris causa upon television icon Carol Burnett, and upon acclaimed filmmakers Marshall Herskovitz
(AFI Class of 1975) and Edward Zwick (AFI Class of 1975). All three will be recognized for their
contributions to the art of the moving image during the AFI Conservatorya??s commencement
ceremony on June 5, 2017, at the historic TCL Chinese Theatre.

The date of AFIa??s commencement exercises marks the 50th anniversary of the American Film
Institutea??s formation in 1967. The honorees underscore this historic moment, as 2017 also marks the
50th anniversary of THE CAROL BURNETT SHOW, and Herskovitz and Zwick are both prominent
alumni of the AFI Conservatory, embodying AFIa??s national mandate &4??to educate the next
generation of storytellers.a?e

Award-winning actress, comedian, playwright and bestselling author Carol Burnett is widely
recognized for her comedic and dramatic roles on TV, film and Broadway a?? most notably for THE
CAROL BURNETT SHOW, which lasted for 11 years across 279 episodes. As a legendary entertainer,
Burnett has received six Emmy”® Awards, five Golden Globe Awards, the 2016 Screen Actors Guild
(SAG) Life Achievement Award and many more prestigious accolades. Her film credits include John
Hustona??s ANNIE, Peter Bogdanovicha??s NOISES OFF, Alan Aldaa??s THE FOUR SEASONS and
Robert Altmana??s A WEDDING. Her Broadway credits include a??0Once Upon a Mattress,a?e Stephen
Sondheima??s a??Putting It Togethera?s and more. Burnett has also guest-starred on television series
including GLEE, HAWAII 5-0, HOT IN CLEVELAND and LAW AND ORDER: SVU. She will next be
seen in the ABC pilot HOUSEHOLD NAME, executive-produced by Amy Poehler.

Marshall Herskovitz is a director, writer and producer who has won numerous awards for his work in
television and film, including four Primetime EmmysA®. Herskovitz graduated from the AFI
Conservatory Class of 1975, where he met his longtime creative partner Edward Zwick, with whom he
currently runs The Bedford Falls Company. In the years since, he has produced, directed and written
such TV series as MY SO-CALLED LIFE, NASHVILLE, ONCE AND AGAIN and THIRTYSOMETHING.
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Among the films he has produced are BLOOD DIAMOND, THE LAST SAMURAI, LEGENDS OF THE
FALL and TRAFFIC, which earned him a Best Picture Oscar”® nomination. He also directed the films
JACK THE BEAR and DANGEROUS BEAUTY. He will next reunite with Zwick for the Discovery
Channel original series THE SUCK, about the American experience in the Vietham War. He has been
on the AFI Board of Trustees since 2003, and is currently Vice Chair of the Board.

Edward Zwick is a director and producer who, like his creative partner Herskovitz, began his
filmmaking career at the AFI Conservatory, Class of 1975. He received a Best Picture OscarA® in 1999
for his work as a producer on SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE, and has directed films including BLOOD
DIAMOND, COURAGE UNDER FIRE, DEFIANCE, GLORY, THE LAST SAMURAI, LEGENDS OF THE
FALL, LOVE & OTHER DRUGS, PAWN SACRIFICE, THE SIEGE and many more. He has produced
TV series including MY SO-CALLED LIFE, NASHVILLE, ONCE AND AGAIN and
THIRTYSOMETHING. Most recently, Zwick directed Tom Cruise in JACK REACHER: NEVER GO
BACK. Throughout his career, Zwick has received three EmmyA® Awards and many guild prizes. He
has been an AFI Trustee since 2003, and is currently Vice Chair of the Board. He runs with the
production banner The Bedford Falls Company with Herskovitz.

Featured photo: Burnett, Herskovitz and Zwick
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